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NOTE:

THIS IS A DYNAMIC WORKING DOCUMENT AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
Questions or comments can be directed to Ben Venzke at bvenzke @intelcenter.com Or
bvenzke@leo.gov. The latest release can be found at http://www.intelcenter.com.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As of 9 Sep. 2007, al-Qaeda’s as-Sahab Media released 74 videos in 2007, averaging a
release every three days. With more than three months in 2007 to go, this makes it
already the highest annual release rate for video material since al-Qaeda’s inception. The
previous highest was in 2006 when as-Sahab released 58 videos, averaging a release
every six days. As-Sahab’s unprecedented audio/video release tempo and related factors
indicates a likely continued increase in production/release capability and other changes in
its operations.

May 2007 was the highest release month ever with 17 videos released. The second
highest was Jul. 2007 when as-Sahab released 12 videos. Jun. 2006 was third highest
with 11 releases.

In 2006, as-Sahab released five new Osama bin Laden audio/video statements, making
this the second highest number of bin Laden statements in any one year. During the first
half of 2006, Ayman al-Zawahiri released the same number of new audio/video
statements as his highest volume in any prior year, which was eight in 2005.

As of 9 Sep. 2007, al-Zawahiri has released seven videos featuring audio statements and
three with video statements in 2007. In 2006, al-Zawahiri released 13 new audio/video
statements (1 audio, 12 video), the highest number by al-Zawahiri in any one year ever.
In addition to these statements, al-Zawahiri also appeared in three other videos making
introductory and other remarks. If you count these appearances, it would bring his total
number of video appearances in 2006 to 15.

As of 9 Sep. 2007, Osama bin Laden has released one video statement in 2007. He was
two short in 2006 of making it the highest number of new statement releases ever in any
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one year by both al-Qaeda leaders. If all as-Sahab audio/video statement releases are
counted for al-Zawabhiri and bin Laden in 2006, not just new statements, al-Zawahiri was
at 15 releases and bin Laden tied with his highest at six releases. Al-Zawabhiri’s number
goes to 18 in 2006 if you count videos in which he made introductory or other remarks.

When taking into consideration this dramatic increase in production levels for senior al-
Qaeda leadership, combined with other as-Sahab video releases, it is clear that significant
resources and efforts are being expended by as-Sahab to produce and release more videos
than ever before and with consistently faster turnaround times then ever previously seen
based off initial assessments.

In 2007 so far, al-Zawahiri releases account for 14% of as-Sahab releases, while Others
account for 73%. Releases by Abu Yahya al-Libi account for 12% and Osama bin
Laden’s 1%. The increase in other material is representative of recent efforts by as-Sahab
to release shorter operational videos from Afghanistan as well as video statements by
other al-Qaeda figures such as Abu Nasir al-Qahtani, Omar al-Farug, and Abu Laith al-
Libi.
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METHODOLOGY

This report focuses on all audio/video releases by al-Qaeda’s as-Sahab Institute for Media
Production from 2002 to 9 Sep. 2007. For the purposes of this report, releases are defined
as a deliberate effort to produce and distribute audio/video material on VCD, the Internet,
directly to the media or through other means designed to achieve public exposure. The
qualifying characteristic used to calculate monthly totals is not whether the statement
contained in the video is new but rather did as-Sahab expend effort to produce and
release the material. For example, the 29 Apr. 2006 release of Osama bin Laden’s reading
of the poem “Thoughts Over al-Agsa Intifadah” is a 2006 release, however, the reading
of the poem predates 9-11 and portions of it were available broadly for some time.
However, the release was counted because it was the first broad release of it in that
version and it was a deliberate release by as-Sahab as opposed to someone simply finding
an old copy and making it more accessible.

The criteria used for calculations is designed to provide a complete picture of as-Sahab’s
messaging efforts in terms of its focus, resource allocation and ultimately al-Qaeda’s
messaging strategy.

When classifying a video as Osama bin Laden, Ayman al-Zawabhiri or Other, only those
videos that were statement videos, as opposed to produced videos, were considered for
the first two categories. All other videos, to include produced videos, were placed into the
Other category. For example, the 2 Sep. 2006 release of the "An Invitation to Islam™
video was listed as a video statement by Azzam al-Amriki with a video introduction by
Ayman al-Zawahiri. It was not considered an al-Zawahiri video statement for the
purposes of the QMS and similar reports.

For a further description of IntelCenter’s video classifications, please see the “Jihadi
Master Video Guide (JMVG)” report that is available at http://www.intelcenter.com in
the “Analytical Reports/Charts” section.

Some supporting data and explanations of IntelCenter’s audio/video dating and
classifying methodologies can be found in the “al-Qaeda Messaging/Attacks Timeline”
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report which is available at http://www.intelcenter.com in the “Analytical
Reports/Charts” section.

As clarity on older material is constantly being improved and new material is routinely
appearing, this report will be regularly updated. Make sure you have the latest version in
order to guarantee the greatest degree of accuracy possible.
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ANALYSIS

As of 9 Sep. 2007, al-Qaeda’s as-Sahab Media released 74 videos in 2007, averaging a
release every three days. With more than three months in 2007 to go, this makes it
already the highest annual release rate for video material since al-Qaeda’s inception. The
previous highest was in 2006 when as-Sahab released 58 videos, averaging a release
every six days. As-Sahab’s unprecedented audio/video release tempo and related factors
indicates a likely continued increase in production/release capability and other changes in
its operations.

May 2007 was the highest release month ever with 17 videos released. The second
highest was Jul. 2007 when as-Sahab released 12 videos. Jun. 2006 was third highest
with 11 releases.

In 2006, as-Sahab released five new Osama bin Laden audio/video statements in 2006,
making this the second highest number of bin Laden statements in any one year. The
highest number of statements by bin Laden was in 2004 when he made six audio/video
addresses. The third highest volume was in 2003, when he made four audio/video
statements.

During the first half of 2006, Ayman al-Zawahiri released the same number of new
audio/video statements as his highest volume in any prior year, which was eight in 2005.

As of 9 Sep. 2007, al-Zawahiri has released seven videos featuring audio statements and
three with video statements in 2007. This represents a shift in al-Zawahiri’s previous
release pattern that favored video statements over audio statements. In 2006, al-Zawahiri
released 13 new audio/video statements (1 audio, 12 video), the highest number by al-
Zawahiri in any one year ever. In addition to these video statements, al-Zawahiri also
appeared in three other videos making introductory and other remarks. If you count these
appearances, it would bring his total number of video appearances in 2006 to 15.

As of 9 Sep. 2007, Osama bin Laden has released one video statement in 2007. He was
two short in 2006 of making it the highest number of new statement releases ever in any
one year by both al-Qaeda leaders. If all as-Sahab audio/video statement releases are
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counted for al-Zawabhiri and bin Laden in 2006, not just new statements, al-Zawahiri was
at 15 releases and bin Laden tied with his highest at six releases. Al-Zawabhiri’s number
goes to 18 if you count videos in which he made introductory or other remarks.

When taking into consideration this dramatic increase in production levels for senior al-
Qaeda leadership, combined with other as-Sahab video releases, it is clear that significant
resources and efforts are being expended by as-Sahab to produce and release more videos
than ever before and with consistently faster turnaround times then ever previously seen
based off initial assessments.

These higher production/release levels are representative not only of an increased volume
of newly recorded messages from al-Qaeda but also new efforts by as-Sahab to make
accessible previously unavailable material.

Increases in as-Sahab production levels did not jump to a higher production rate and
simply sustain but rather are continuing to trend upward. The upward trend began around
Aug. 2005 and has continued to accelerate for the past two years. When factoring in
subtitled and voiceover versions made for different languages, production levels are even
higher than what is represented here.

In the 2002 to 2007 period, 11% of as-Sahab’s releases were Osama bin Laden releases
and 24% were Ayman al-Zawahiri’s. Prior to 2005 releases from bin Laden and al-
Zawahiri ran in close parity with each other.

In 2006, bin Laden releases account for 10% and al-Zawahiri’s 26%, while other releases
stand at their highest percentage in the period, 55%. Abu Yahya al-Libi statements
account for 9%.

In 2007 so far, al-Zawahiri releases account for 14% of as-Sahab releases, while Others
account for 73%. Releases by Abu Yahya al-Libi account for 12% and Osama bin
Laden’s 1%. The increase in other material is representative of recent efforts by as-Sahab
to release shorter operational videos from Afghanistan as well as video statements by
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other al-Qaeda figures such as Abu Nasir al-Qahtani, Omar al-Faruq, and Abu Laith al-
Libi.

Osama bin Laden & Ayman al-Zawahiri — Audio vs. Video

Every time a new audio statement appears from Osama bin Laden, countless media
reports and discussion begins within moments to speculate and find meaning as to why
bin Laden did audio instead of video and why we see al-Zawahiri in video so much more.
Many of these reports carry an air of currency stating that bin Laden is "now" using audio
or why "this time" is he using audio. Is it because he's sick? Is he dead? Do we see al-
Zawahiri more because he's taken over for bin Laden? All are wonderful soundbites.
However, there is nothing more dangerous than an isolated fact without context.

The simple truth is that in all of the 19 audio/video statements Osama bin Laden has
released in more than five years, only two have been video statements. This accounts for
only 11% of bin Laden's statements from 2002 to 9 Sep. 2007. To attempt to attribute
new significance to a statement recently released by OBL as being in audio form rather
than video ignores the fact that this is exactly what he has always done for more than five
years with only two exceptions. In other words, audio releases from OBL are what is
expected based on his current release patterns. If OBL appears in video, this would be a
significant variation.

Al-Zawahiri on the other hand has always done a fair amount of both audio and video
statements. In 2002-2003, al-Zawahiri only released audio statements but then in 2004 he
began to release video statements in increasing volume over the course of the next three-
plus years. In the period from 2002 to 9 Sep. 2007, 42% of al-Zawahiri's statements were
audio and 58% were video statements. In 2005 and 2006, al-Zawahiri issued significantly
more video statements than audio. In 2007, al-Zawahiri reversed this trend and has begun
releasing more audio statements than video. As of 9 Sep. 2007, al-Zawabhiri released 10
statements of which only three were video. This is the first time since 2004 that the
number of audio statements for al-Zawahiri has outnumbered video statements.
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Abu Yahya al-Libi Visibility

In 2007, as of 9 Sep. 2007, al-Zawahiri releases account for 14% and releases by Abu
Yahya al-Libi account for 12%. In 2006, al-Libi was the second most visible face of al-
Qaeda through as-Sahab after only Ayman al-Zawahiri. If you count just video
appearances in 2007, he is currently the most visible face of al-Qaeda, surpassing al-
Zawahiri in video statements. He is the second most visible voice after only al-Zawahiri
for the period running from 2006 to 9 Sep. 2007.

In addition to addressing local issues pertaining to Afghanistan, he now regularly releases
addresses pertaining to al-Qaeda issues from around the globe ranging from Somalia to
Irag to HAMAS to the Danish Cartoons controversy.

If you count al-Libi appearances on Labaik videos in addition to as-Sahab releases his
prominence grows even more, making him one of the most visible and frequent faces of
the global jihad.
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as-Sahab Video Turnaround Times

Beginning in 2006 al-Qaeda began responding to current events in the news cycle with a
responsiveness and speed it never had before. This trend has continued through 2007 and
is partly why the rate of releases has so greatly increased. In 2006, based on video dating
analysis of releases, there were turnaround times from event to video release that may
have been as short as 5-7 days. When making these calculations, the event date and the
release date were both counted. In most cases the actual turnaround times are faster than
what is shown here due to various factors.

The ability of al-Qaeda to respond to an unpredictable event in the news cycle within as
little as a week with a fully produced video release demonstrates a significant dedication
of resources and skill in its messaging capability.

Voice: (703) 370-2962 Fax: (703) 370-1571
Email: info@intelcenter.com  Web: www.intelcenter.com
PO Box 22572, Alexandria, VA 22304-9257 USA

Page 12 of 36 - QMS v3.3 — 9 Sep. 2007
Copyright © 2007 IntelCenter/Tempest Publishing, LLC
All Rights Reserved

FOR PUBLIC RELEASE



FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

IntelCenter

VIDEO APPEARANCES IN AS-SAHAB VIDEOS IN 2006
The following is a breakdown of video appearances in as-Sahab videos released in 2006

» Ayman al-Zawahiri has appeared in 15 videos. Twelve of those appearances were video
statements, two were intros and another consisted of limited remarks in the video released
on 6 Jul. 2006 to commemorate the Jul. 2005 London bombings. Old previously seen
video statements were used in the “Knowledge is for Acting Upon: The Manhattan Raid”
video but it is not counted here.

» Azzam al-Amriki has appeared in three videos. Two are considered to be video
statements and one is part of the produced video, “Knowledge is for Acting Upon: The
Manhattan Raid”.

» Abu Jihad al-Masri has appeared in one video, which is considered to be a video
statement.

» Abu Yahya al-Libi has appeared in four videos. All four are considered to be video
statements.

» Abu Nasir al-Qahtani has appeared in one video, which is considered to be a video
statement.

» Omar al-Faruqg has appeared in one video, which is considered to be a video statement.
» Osama bin Laden has released five audio statements which have appeared in five
videos. He appeared in old but never before seen footage in the produced video,
“Knowledge is for Acting Upon: The Manhattan Raid”.

» Mullah Dadullah has appeared in one video, which is considered to be a video
statement.

NOTES:

- Some of these individuals, such as Abu Yahya al-Libi, have also appeared in Laibak
videos which are not counted here.

- For more details and supporting data, please refer to the al-Qaeda Messaging/Attacks
Timeline and al-Zawahiri Video Reference (ZVR). The latest versions of all the reports
can be found by going to http://www.intelcenter.com and clicking on the “Analytical
Reports/Charts” section.
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VIDEO APPEARANCES IN AS-SAHAB VIDEOS IN 2007
The following is a breakdown of video appearances in as-Sahab videos released in 2007

» Osama bin Laden has appeared in one video that was a video statement.

* Ayman al-Zawahiri has appeared in four videos. Three were video statements and one
he made brief remarks.

» Abu Yahya al-Libi has appeared in nine videos. Eight were video statements and one he
made brief remarks.

» Adam Gadahn (a.k.a. Azzam al-Amriki) has appeared in two videos. One was a video
statement and one he made brief remarks.

» Mustafa Abu al-Yazid has appeared in two videos. One was a video statement and one
he made brief remarks.

 Abu Laith al-Libi has appeared in one video statement.

NOTES:

- This is based on data from 1 Jan. 2007 to 9 Sep. 2007.

- For more details and supporting data, please refer to the al-Qaeda Messaging/Attacks
Timeline and al-Zawahiri Video Reference (ZVR). The latest versions of all the reports
can be found by going to http://www.intelcenter.com and clicking on the “Analytical
Reports/Charts” section.
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OSAMA BIN LADEN AUDIO VS VIDEO (2002-2007%*)
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OSAMA BIN LADEN AUDIO VS VIDEO - PERCENTAGES (2002-2007%*)
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AYMAN AL-ZAWAHIRI AUDIO VS VIDEO (2002-2007%*)
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AYMAN AL-ZAWAHIRI AUDIO VS VIDEO - PERCENTAGES (2002-2007%*)
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AL-QAEDA MESSAGING VOLUME CHART
(2002 — 9 Sep. 2007)
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TOTAL AS-SAHAB AUDIO/VIDEO PER YEAR
(2002 — 9 Sep. 2007)
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BREAKOUT OF AS-SAHAB AUDIO/VIDEO
(2002 — 9 Sep. 2007)
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BREAKOUT OF AS-SAHAB AUDIO/VIDEO 2002-2007* - PERCENTAGES
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as-Sahab Audio/Video Breakout 2007
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as-Sahab Audio/Video Breakout 2006
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as-Sahab Audio/Video Breakout 2005
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as-Sahab Audio/Video Breakout 2004
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as-Sahab Audio/Video Breakout 2003
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as-Sahab Audio/Video Breakout 2002
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OSAMA BIN LADEN AUDIO/VIDEO PER YEAR

Voice: (703) 370-2962 Fax: (703) 370-1571
Email: info@intelcenter.com  Web: www.intelcenter.com
PO Box 22572, Alexandria, VA 22304-9257 USA

Page 29 of 36 - QMS v3.3 — 9 Sep. 2007
Copyright © 2007 IntelCenter/Tempest Publishing, LLC
All Rights Reserved

FOR PUBLIC RELEASE



FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

IntelCenter

OSAMA BIN LADEN AUDIO/VIDEO PER YEAR - PERCENTAGES
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